92                                        MISCELLANIES.
Nevertheless, it was under these external circumstances tliat lie first entered on Ms proper career, and forcibly made a place for himself among the learned men of his day. In 1754 he prepared his edition of Tibullus, which was printed next year at Leipzig;3 a work said to exhibit remarkable talent, inasmuch as * the rudiments of all those excellences, 6 by which Heyne afterwards became distinguished as a 4 commentator on the Classics, are more or less apparent in 4 it.' The most illustrious Henry Count von Briihl, in spite of the dedication, paid no regard to this Tibullus; as indeed Germany at large paid Ettle: but, in another country, it fell into the hands of Ehunken, where it was righly estimated, and lay waiting, as in due season appeared, to be the pledge of better fortune for its author.
Meanwhile the day of difficulty for Heyne was yet far from past. The profits of his Tibullus served to cancel some debts; on the strength of the hundred tlialers, the spindle of Clotho might still keep turning, though languidly ; but, ere long, new troubles arose. His superior in the Library was one Host, a poetaster, atheist, and gold-maker, who corrupted his religious principles, and plagued him with caprices: over the former evil Heyne at length triumphed, and became a rational Christian; but the latter was an abiding grievance: not, indeed, forever, for it was removed by a greater. In 1756 the Seven-Years War broke out; Frederick advanced towards Dresden, animated with especial fury against Briihl; whose palaces accordingly in a few months were reduced to ashes, as his 70,000 splendid volumes were annihilated by fire and by water,4
& Albvi Tt&ulli quce extant Carminat navis curis castigata. Hlustrissimo Domino S&nrico Comiti de JBruM mscripta. Lipsiae, 1755.
4 One rich cargo, on its way to Hamburg, sank in the Elbe; another still more valuable portion had been, for safety, deposited in a vault; through which passed